
Australian Early Development Census
2012 Data
AEDC data is collected for all children across Australia in their first year of 
school. AEDC data for 2009 and 2012 suggest that children in the Olympic 
Dam Region are more developmentally vulnerable or at risk in 2012 
compared to 2009, and that in comparison to South Australia and Australia, 
Olympic Dam had: 

• a higher percentage of children who are developmentally vulnerable (i.e. 
in the lowest 10% of children) in one or more, and two or more domains; 
this represents a major change from 2009, when there were relatively 
few children in Roxby Downs who were developmentally vulnerable or 
‘at risk’.

• an average score on physical health and wellbeing, although there are 
more children who are developmentally ‘vulnerable’ or ‘at risk’ in 2012 
compared to 2009 this is particularly evident in physical independence 
and gross and fine motor skills sub-domains.

• a lower than average score on social competence, with more children 
who are developmentally vulnerable or at risk, in contrast to 2009 

• an average score on emotional maturity and language and cognitive 
skills, although there are more children who are developmentally 
vulnerable or at risk compared to 2009.

• an average score on communication skills and general knowledge; 
while the average score has declined, there are fewer children who are 
developmentally ‘vulnerable’ or at risk compared to 2009 (Roxby Social 
Baseline Study Appendices, pg. 28).
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School Attendance Rates 

Attendance Rate Approximate school days missed per year 

99% – 100% 0 – 2 

95% – <99% 3 – 10 

90% – <95% 11 – 20 

85% – <90% 21 – 30 

<85% >30 

OLYMPIC DAM REGION*

85%

*Schools included in Olympic Dam Region 
calculation: Roxby Downs Area School, St. Barbara’s 
Parish School, Andamooka Primary and Woomera 
Area School.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

92%



School Retention Rates
The apparent retention rate for full-time students is an indicator that measures the extent to which young persons are continuing their 
participation in secondary school education and is regarded as an important measure of the performance of education systems and related 
government policies.

APPARENT RETENTION RATES YEAR 7/8 TO YEAR 12 , 2014 (%)
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Student to teaching staff ratios
Teaching staff to student ratios include staff with class contact but who are not teachers, as well as staff who do not have a permanent class 
of students but are teachers (e.g. specialist teachers such as foreign language teachers). These figures are not indicative of class sizes.

Olympic Dam and surrounds have a lower student to teacher ratio than both the state and national ratios.

Olympic Dam Region* 1:12.3 South Australia 1:14.1 Australia 1:13.9

*Schools included in calculation: Roxby 
Downs Area School, St. Barbara’s Parish 
School, Andamooka Primary and Woomera 
Area School



NAPLAN

The following tables show the most recent 
results (2014) of the National Assessment 
Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) 
for Roxby Downs Area Schools, St. Barb’s 
Parish School, South Australia and Australia. 
The NAPLAN include test of reading, writing, 
grammar and punctuation and numeracy 
for Years 3, 5, 7, and 9. 

The two tables below highlight the relatively 
poor performance of Olympic Dam’s schools 
in 2014 in literacy and numeracy assessments 
for all years. Scores for every year in both 
domains are all below national averages and 
all but Year 3’s Reading score is below state 
averages. 

It is important to keep in mind that because 
of the transitory nature of the Olympic 
Dam Region this data reflects a number of 
students who are new to the schools when 
the tests were undertaken. For example  40% 
of the students in a class at RDAS who sat 
year 7 NAPLAN had been at the school for 
less than a year and another 30% for only 1 
to 2 years. The 30% of students who have 
been at school her for over 3 years, many 
since reception, achieved at and above the 
Australian standard.

Data note: The figure for Olympic Dam is the 
average of the mean scale scores for Roxby 
Downs Area School and St. Barbara’s Parish 
School.

ACHIEVEMENT OF STUDENTS IN READING 2014, YEARS 3, 5, 7, 9
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ACHIEVEMENT OF STUDENTS IN NUMERACY 2014, YEARS 3, 5, 7, 9
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